Professor Joe Lehmann
lehmanjp@grace.edu

Office: Philatheia 7a
Office: 372-5100 ext. 6151

Office hours: M W 3:00 - 4:00 and by appointment
Home: 268-9801

LIT360: Principles of Literary Criticism

Fall 2009

I. Texts

Achebe, Chinua.  Things Fall Apart.  Anchor, 1994.   ISBN: 0385474547.

Bressler, Charles E.  Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory and Practice. 4th Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 2007.
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Bradbury, Ray.  Fahrenheit 451.

Shakespeare.  Hamlet.

Stoppard, Tom.  Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead.

Woolf, Virginia.  Mrs. Dalloway.

II. Course Description

Principles of Literary Criticism is designed as a survey of the major schools of literary criticism, including New Criticism, Structuralism, Reader-Response, Psychoanalytic, Deconstruction, Feminism, Marxism, Cultural Poetics and Cultural Studies (Post-Colonialism).  The course will review the origins, first principles, methods, and history of each in abstract and example, and then provide the student the opportunity to apply the methods of each school to specific pieces of literature.  

III. Course Objectives

As a result of participating in this course, you will:

1. Define the key terms used in the field of Literary Criticism.

2. Explain the philosophical propositions that underlie the major historical and contemporary approaches to Literary Criticism.

3. Identify the critical approach employed in a work of literary criticism.

4. Read a text from each of the following critical approaches: New Criticism, Structuralism, Deconstruction, Cultural Studies, Cultural Poetics, Marxism, Feminism, and Psychoanalytical Criticism.

IV. Course Requirements

Course Readings: To be successful in this course, you will need to master two bodies of text: the theoretical and historical material in the textbook and the sample pieces of literature listed above (Plays and Novels) and in the course schedule (Short Stories and Poems).  I will be evaluating your mastery of these texts through the Midterm and Final exams, Application Essays, and class discussion.  

Class Participation: The primary format for this course is discussion. While there are certain foundational principles and facts which you will need to learn, this course is primarily about learning how to think and talk about literature.  Many of the best insights about literature come from the interaction between a number of readers and the text.  Your class participation grade will depend primarily on how often you contribute to our discussions and the quality of your contributions.  If you choose not to participate, do not expect a class participation grade above a “D,” even if you have perfect attendance and alertly follow the conversation.  Class participation will count for 20% of your total grade.

Discussion Leader: Once this semester you will be responsible for planning and leading the class discussion of the application of the principles of a particular school of criticism to a specific  piece of literature.  To lead a class discussion you must be ready to manage the class discussion by preventing one or two people from dominating the conversation and making it easy for everyone in the class to participate.  It will also require you to have a good mastery of the topic being discussed, although you do not need to develop a lengthy presentation or have all the answers about how a particular type of literary criticism handles the assigned literary work.  I will assign discussion leaders on a first-come, first-choice basis, so look over the syllabus now and let me know what discussions you are interested in leading as soon as possible.  Your turn as discussion leader will comprise 10% of your final grade.

Application Essays: A major component of this course is learning how to do the various types of Literary Criticism on your own.  To this end, you will be asked to write five 3-page essays in which you apply the methods of a particular school of criticism to an assigned text.  The essays will comprise 30% of your final grade.

Midterm and Final Exams:  The Midterm and Final Exams will test your knowledge of the origins, first principles, methods, and history of the various schools of Literary Criticism.  Because this is foundational knowledge for your discipline, it is material that you must master.  Therefore, the final exam will be cumulative.  

Neither the Midterm nor the Final exam will cover the literature used as examples for the application of the schools of Criticism.  Each exam will comprise 20% of your final grade.

V. Course Policies

Attendance: 

Attendance is extremely important in this course.  You must come to class every day in order to participate actively in discussions.  I will allow you two unexcused absences.  Thereafter, for each unexcused absence I will lower your final grade by 5%.  If you miss more than 4 classes without a valid excuse, you will fail the course.  If you have a legitimate reason for missing class (such as a serious illness or participation in an intercollegiate sporting event), please talk to me as soon as possible.  In the case of an illness, a note from the school nurse or a doctor will be required to have the absence excused.  

If you are absent, you are responsible for contacting a classmate to find out what you missed and for completing the work.  If you e-mail me to ask what you missed, I will only respond if your absence requires a change in the assignment.

Tardiness:

Please make every effort to arrive at class on time.   Beginning with the third time you are late, I will count each time you are late to class as 1/2 of an unexcused absence.  As with attendance, legitimate excuses will be accepted.

Behavior: 

College is expensive.  Someone worked hard to pay for your tuition and books and provide the opportunity for you to be in this class.  Therefore, I expect you to act like mature, active learners.  At a minimum, this involves bringing your textbook to class along with some means of making notations in your text and taking notes on class discussion.  If you choose to come to class unprepared, or choose not to engage with what is going on in the classroom and instead opt to sleep, pass notes, talk to a classmate, play with an electronic device, or other disruptive behavior, I will publicly ask you to leave the class immediately, and the day will be counted as an unexcused absence.

I do not permit the use of laptops during class.

Assignments:  

All assignments are due at the beginning of class as indicated on the syllabus.  Late assignments will be accepted, but will be docked 10% of the value of the assignment for each day late, except in the case of an excused absence.  If you foresee a problem with an assignment, see me about it before the day it is due.  Extensions are possible.

Place your box number in the upper right hand corner of all assignments.  If you do not include your box number, the assignment will not be returned to you.

Academic Accommodations:  

If you have a documented disability, then you are entitled by law to accommodations for your disability. In order to receive these accommodations, the law requires that you file disability documentation with the Learning Center located in Indiana Hall. Once you have filed the appropriate documentation, if you would like accommodations for any of your classes, it is your responsibility to inform your course instructors of your approved accommodations. If you are enrolled in a course that requires a supervised learning experience off campus (i.e. internship, student teaching, etc.) and would like to request accommodations, please notify the course instructor or the off-campus instructor who will work with the Learning Center to ensure that reasonable accommodations are made available in the classroom or at the learning site. Please note: The law states that college personnel, including field instructors, cannot ask you if you have a disability.

If you suspect that you have a learning disability but have not been tested, you are encouraged to go to the Learning Center for evaluation and assistance. If further testing is recommended, the Director of the Learning Center will provide possible referral sources.

Personal Integrity.  

As Christians, our honesty should never be in question.  Unfortunately, the world has squeezed some of us into its mold and convinced us that shortcuts, cheating, and other forms of dishonesty are acceptable.  At Grace, however, we place a very high value on integrity.  We are a community of faith, and we work together to ensure the integrity of our treatment of one another, of our obedience to God’s standards, and our testimony before others.  Any form of dishonesty in the classroom or outside will be dealt with in appropriate ways.  It is expected that students will live up to the responsibilities of requirements of this course.  This means that if anyone offers you unethical assistance or requests that you give them such assistance, you should politely refuse and explain your reasons for doing so.  

You may ask to borrow another student’s notes in order to catch up on material you missed.  But if you borrow another’s notes so that you do not need to attend class or pay attention while in class, this is not acceptable.  Working with another student on an assignment is often a worthwhile strategy, but you must each complete the entire assignment.  It is considered unethical to have someone else write all or part of your assignment for you, or to split the assignment into parts with each student completing only a part of the assignment and then copying the notes of others for the remainder of the assignment, thus giving the impression that you did the entire assignment.  You may find it helpful to think through the ideas with others, but when you write something down to submit to a teacher, it must be in your own words.

Any attempt to cheat on a course assignment by the methods outlined above, employing aides not specifically permitted by the instructor, copying off another student, or other action commonly considered cheating will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment.  If you cheat on more than one assignment, you will fail the course.  In addition, each occurrence will be reported to the Provost.



Use of the Internet:  

I encourage you to use any resources you need to prepare for class.  You will find a wealth of resources on the material we will cover this semester on the internet, from plot summaries and analyses of dominant themes to individual interpretations and ready-made term papers.  You are welcome to use anything that you find useful to enrich your own work, provided you clearly indicate where you have incorporated other’s words and ideas and accurately cite the source of the material.  Failure to cite material you have obtained from the internet will be considered plagiarism.


Plagiarism: 

Failure to acknowledge the use of another’s words or ideas in your own work is plagiarism.  Plagiarism generally takes one of two forms.  The first is the result of sloppy research or writing.  In this case, there is an attempt made to acknowledge all the sources used in the paper, but the documentation is haphazard or incomplete, citing some passages taken from a source but not others, or providing incomplete citation information.  In these cases, the final grade of the project will be reduced on a proportional basis (citation errors will result in a minor grade reduction [e.g. A to A-] while failure to document a quote or idea will result in a major reduction [e.g. A to B]).

 The second type of plagiarism is the deliberate attempt to pass off as your own work the words or ideas of another.  This type of plagiarism often occurs because students feel inadequate to do the work on their own, or desire to earn a higher grade than they might otherwise earn.  Passing other’s work off as your own is at once a lie and fraud—the attempt to gain an unfair advantage by deception.  Both are clearly violations of God’s standards for our lives as well as Grace’s academic standards as outlined in the student handbook.  

If you attempt to pass off as your own work the ideas or words of another, you will receive a grade of “0” for the assignment.  If you plagiarize more than one assignment, you will fail the course.  In addition, each case of  plagiarism will be reported to the Provost.  For the purposes of this course, the attempt to pass off the work of another as your own will be defined as using the ideas or exact words of another person in your work with no attempt to cite the source from which the material was taken.

Please note that rewriting someone else’s work so that you do not use his or her exact words does not free you from the obligation of acknowledging where you found the information, and is just as much plagiarism as copying the exact wording of the original source.

Grading Scale:

A
95 – 100
C
75 - 80

A-
93 – 94
C-
73 - 74

B+
91 – 92
D+
71 - 72

B
85 – 90
D
65 - 70

B-
83 – 84
D-
63 - 64

C+
81 – 82
F
62 and below

*Note: Your actual scores on each assignment will be used to compute your final grade, even if they are below 62%.
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